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5Approaches for Before, During, 
and After Reading

BEFORE
SHAKESPEAREAN SONNET PUZZLES
SHAKESPEAREAN MUSICAL CHAIRS

DURING
SHAKESPEAREAN SPEED DATING
PIN THE QUOTE ON THE LIT. ELEMENT

AFTER
SHAKE-SCENE IT



Pre-Reading Activity
Shakespearean Sonnet 

Puzzles



BEFORE CLASS

1.Write each line of a Shakespearean 
sonnet on a sentence strip. Do this twice 
so that you have a total of  28 sentence 
strips -- two sets of one sonnet.



Beginning of Class

1.Review the technical elements, thematic 
concerns and sequence of overall 
development for Shakespearean sonnets. 
Reinforce terms such as rhyme scheme, 
quatrain, iambic pentameter, volta, and 
closing couplet.



Central Activity

1. Divide the class into two teams (boy/girl, left side of the 
room vs right, etc) and give each student a sentence strip 
with a line of the sonnet written on it. Depending on the 
size of your class some students may have two strips.  

2. Tell students that they must use their knowledge of 
Shakespearean sonnets to work together as a team and 
put the sonnet into its proper order.

3. Remind them that this is a competition and there is a 
reward



GRADUALLY THROUGHOUT CLASS 
PROVIDE CLUES

Let not to the marriage of true minds

I never writ, nor no man ever loved.

Admit impediments. Love is not love

O  no! It is an ever-fixed mark

With his bending sickle’s compass come

But bears it out to the edge of doom

Love’s not time’s fool, though rosy lips and 
cheeks

Let not to the marriage of true minds

Which alters when it alteration finds

I never writ, nor no man ever loved.

If this be error and upon me proved



Reinforcement for HW

✤ Extended Response: Identify how the 
metaphors of the poem operate on an 
individual level but also work to create a 
unifying theme for the poem as a whole.



What This Accomplishes

✤
 

It fosters collaboration and critical thinking 

✤
 

Students must wrestle with the movement of  poem

✤
 

Students will revert to their knowledge of the technical aspects of a 
Shakespearean sonnet to guide them

✤
 

Students must think like a poet instead of a like a student

✤
 

It becomes competitive and intense



DAY ONE OF READING

✤ MACBETH MUSICAL CHAIRS



Beginning of Class

✤
 

Have the students arrange the desks in a circle

✤
 

Give each student an important quote from Act I

✤
 

Hand out the graphic organizer which will allow students to record and 
reflect their thoughts

✤
 

Ask students to look at the quote in front of them and write down the 
following information on their charts -- who said it, paraphrase what 
was said, what is learned about that character, what it might reveal 
about Act I of the play



Central Activity

✤
 

After students have recorded the info. from their quote, the musical 
chairs begins

✤
 

Once the music starts they leave the quote on the desk, take their 
sheet with them, and start moving until it stops

✤
 

When the music stops, students sit where they are, look at a new 
quote, analyze it, and record their thoughts on the graphic organizer

✤
 

Throughout the course of a period students should see 8-10 quotes



Example #1

✤
 

Captain: 

✤
 

“For brave Macbeth -- well he deserves that name --

✤
 

Disdaining Fortune, with his brandished steel,

✤
 

Which smoked with bloody execution, 

✤
 

Like Valour’s minion carved out his passage”



Example Response

✤
 

Who said it -- Captain

✤
 

Paraphrase -- Macbeth is a fine example of bravery because he 
carved his way through a battlefield, leaving his sword smoking with 
execution

✤
 

Character Revelation -- Macbeth is no one to be trifled with. He 
sounds like a powerful warrior that has yet to find his match on the 
battlefield. I wonder what his rank is? Is he a commander?

✤
 

Act I Revelation -- Violence may factor into this play. After all it is 
Shakespeare



Example #2

✤
 

Lady Macbeth: 

✤
 

“I have given suck and know

✤
 

How tender ‘tis to love the babe that milks me:

✤
 

I would, while it was smiling in my face,

✤
 

Have plucked my nipple from his boneless gums

✤
 

And dashed the brains out, had I so sworn 

✤
 

As you have done to this.”



Example #2

✤
 

Who said it -- Lady Macbeth

✤
 

Paraphrase -- She has nursed a kid and would bash its brains out if 
someone had sworn to something???

✤
 

Character Revelation -- This woman sounds crazy. She willing to kill a 
baby -- even one that “smiles in her face.” What kind of sick woman 
is she? I wonder if she has mental problems. 

✤
 

Act I Revelation -- She is one that is true to her word. I’d stay away 
from her -- she sounds evil and sinister. 



Example #3

✤
 

All (Three Witches):

✤
 

“Fair is foul, and foul is fair,

✤
 

Hover through the fog and filthy air.”



Example #3

✤
 

Who said it -- Withces

✤
 

Paraphrase -- Not everything is as it seems. The setting is obscured 
by fog and filth

✤
 

Character Revelation -- Mystical elements play some role in this play. 

✤
 

Larger picture -- The weather seems like it is symbolic. Fog clouds 
vision and filth suggest corruption. Does Macbeth not see the 
corruption before him?????



What This Accomplishes

✤
 

Students are exposed to lines from Shakespeare in a fun and non- 
threatening way

✤
 

It fosters close reading and encourages students to think about a 
larger context even before the know what the play is about

✤
 

Students can see potential conflicts and understand characterization 
better 

✤
 

It creates the “Ahh-haaa!” moment once we actually read Act I and 
the see the quotes contextualized



Activities While Reading

✤ Shakespearean Speed Dating



Background

✤
 

Speed dating is a  matchmaking process whose purpose is to encourage people to 
meet a large number of new people. 

✤
 

Its origins are credited to a California Rabbi, originally as a way to help Jewish 
singles meet and marry.

✤
 

The first speed-dating event took place at Peet’s Café in Beverley Hills in late 1998. 

✤
 

Soon afterward, several commercial services began offering similar dating events 
across the United States. 

✤
 

By 2000, speed dating had really taken off, perhaps boosted by its portrayal in 
shows such as Sex and the City. Supporters argue that speed dating saves time, as 
most people quickly decide if they are romantically compatible, and first impressions 
are often permanent.

✤
 

å

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex_and_the_City


Main Activity

✤
 

Students enter class having read a scene/act the night before for HW. 

✤
 

Assign each student a page from that scene to read closely and 
annotate (it is ok for multiple students to have the same page)

✤
 

Once they are done annotating, each student will answer the three 
questions for their assigned page:

✤
 
-- What is happening on this page? (the literal)

✤
 
-- How does it happen? (the technique)

✤
 
-- Why is it important? (the thematic)



Example of annotated page
✤

 
Thou hast it now: king, Cawdor, Glamis, all,

✤
 

As the weird women promised, and, I fear,

✤
 

Thou play'dst most foully for't: yet it was said

✤
 

It should not stand in thy posterity,

✤
 

But that myself should be the root and father

✤
 

Of many kings. If there come truth from them--

✤
 

As upon thee, Macbeth, their speeches shine--

✤
 

Why, by the verities on thee made good,

✤
 

May they not be my oracles as well,

✤
 

And set me up in hope? But hush! no more.

✤
 

Sennet sounded. Enter MACBETH, as king, LADY MACBETH, as queen, LENNOX, ROSS, Lords, Ladies, and Attendants

✤
 

MACBETH

✤
 

Here's our chief guest.

✤
 

LADY MACBETH

cacophonous sound

suspicious of Macbeth’s actions

metaphor comparing himself to a root -- it goes back to the witches’ prophesy

contemplative tone

cynical or honest?



Graphic Organizer Example

✤
 

The three questions for that page:

✤
 
-- What is happening on this page? (the literal)

✤
 
* Banquo is confident that Macbeth had a hand in Duncan’s foul murder. 

He also returns to the witches’ prophesy, considering whether his heirs 
will become king.  

✤
 
-- How does it happen? (the technique)

✤
 
* His tone is skeptical. He asks a rhetorical question. The motif of 

vegetation (root) reoccurs

✤
 
-- Why is it important? (the thematic)

✤
 
* Banquo’s role as a foil to Macbeth is reinforced. The motif enhances 

this. Roots dig down, have strength, and are lasting, even after the 
surface plant is gone. It also brings us back to the thematic concern of 
fate vs free will as Banquo questions whether the prophesy is inescapable



It is time to date!

✤
 

Students’ close reading becomes their personality for the period and 
they turn their desks to “speed date” a classmate.

✤
 

They will introduce themselves as if they were on a date. The 
cheesier the better. Example -- “Hello. I am the motif and 
contemplative tone in lines 1-30 of Act III, scene i. Let me tell you a 
little about myself.”

✤
 

The partner annotates while the person is speaking, completing the 
what, how and why on the graphic organizer.

✤
 

After one person has spoken, it is the partner’s turn to reveal his/her 
“personality.” Now the roles are reversed. One takes notes while the 
other speaks.



What This Accomplishes

✤
 

Through the course of the period a student will typically go on 8-10 
“dates.”

✤
 

A student will have a more specific understanding of the scene than 
before

✤
 

A student will understand how a literal understanding, coupled with a 
sense of technique contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. 

✤
 

It presents a close-reading of the text in a fun and interactive format



Follow-up for HW

✤ Extended Response: Choose any page 
from this scene and identify a moment of 
complexity in a relationship. Using various 
literary techniques as your guide, explain 
how that complex relationship connects to 
the work as a whole.  



Another Activity While Reading

✤ Pin the Quote on the Technique



How it Works

✤
 

Pick an important passage from the play 

✤
 

Assign students into groups to read it closely and annotate

✤
 

Each group makes a literary analysis chart (see sample)

✤
 

Each group discusses which words, phrases, and lines belong in 
which categories

✤
 

Using sentence strips or sheets of paper, each group pins the 
word/quote, phrase to the appropriate element  



An Approach to the Soliloquies

✤ Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow, 
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day 
To the last syllable of recorded time, 
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 
The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle! 
Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player 
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage 
And then is heard no more: it is a tale 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
Signifying nothing.



Literary Analysis Chart

figurative
devices

imagery

tone/mooddiction/
syntax

Life’s but a walking shadow (metaphor)

Poetic devices To the last syllable of recorded time 

(apocalyptic)

Out, out, brief candle! 
(pessimistic)

Tomorrow, and tomorrow,

and tomorrow
(repetition)

characterization

idiot, fury, frets, nothing, 

petty (weak, empty, 
insignificant)



Where it all connects

figurative
devices

imagery

tone/mooddiction/syntax

poetic 
devices

characterization

theme



Follow up for HW

✤
 

You now know what Macbeth said in his famous Act V soliloquy. You 
also worked to recognize how those words created an effect, whether 
it was metaphorically,  syntactically, or to create a certain mood. Now 
you need to tell me why. In an extended response determine why 
Shakespeare used the tone that he did, or the metaphors he did, or 
why repetition occurs in the first line.



What This Accomplishes

✤
 

It forces student read closely, examining the importance of every word 
and consider how it may function on multiple levels

✤
 

Students understand how technique contributes to meaning

✤
 

Students appreciate the richness of the most-famous passages, 
understanding how they exist on multiple levels

✤
 

It helps them write with greater complexity -- they see the interplay 
between techniques 



Post-Reading Activity



When playing Scene-it!...

✤ You watch a film clip as closely 
as you would read a novel, play, 

or poem



Out, out, brief candle



Out, out, brief candle!

✤ Other than the words that he speaks, what 
elements of the film enhance Macbeth’s 
characterization and impact his lines?

✤ 2 minutes to gather your thoughts and 5 minutes to write



Macbeth’s fate



Witches’Prophesy

✤ How do the non-verbal 
elements of the scene help 
to convey Macbeth’s hubris?

✤ 2 minutes to gather your thoughts and 5 minutes to write



Lady Macbeth sleep walking



Sleep-walking scene

✤ Explain how color enhances our 
understanding of the scene. 

✤ 2 minutes to gather your thoughts and 5 minutes to write



Thank you!!!

✤ any further questions email me 
at briansztabnik@hotmail.com

mailto:briansztabnik@hotmail.com
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