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LADSBS News

The LADSBS Holiday Food Drive is in Progress

Mrs. Honeyman would like to share . . .
Important Dates
3
5
7

Picture Retake Day
Daylight Savings Ends
Superintendent’s
Conference Day and
Election Day - No
Student Attendance
8 Cris Johnson Character Assemblies
AMPS, LADSBS
10 Veterans Day Schools Closed
14 Athletes Helping
Athletes - Grade 5
14 “Stuff-A-Bus” Event
15 Board of Education
Meeting - 8:00 pm
@ MPHS
16 PTO Meeting - MPHS
6:30 pm Special Ed.
Committee Mtg
7:30 pm General Mtg
21 Laugh-A-Lot Poetry
Assemblies, All Grades
22 First Trimester Ends
AMPS, LADSBS
22 Early Dismissal Drill All buildings dismiss
15 minutes early
23,24
Thanksgiving Recess
Schools Closed
28-30
PTO Holiday Shoppe
29 5th Grade Field Trip “Wonder” Movie
30 Report Cards Posted
AMPS, LADSBS

As November arrives, we have watched our students settle into their daily routines. We are very impressed with how well everyone is adjusting to their responsibilities
as conscientious citizens of the Laddie A. Decker Sound Beach School. Mrs. White and I
have made an effort to continue getting around to the classrooms to keep abreast of activities occurring during the school day.
Our recent assemblies by the Miller Place and Sound Beach Fire Departments and
“The Dirtmeister” were incredibly informative, as well as fun for our students. We hope
your children have shared some of these outstanding experiences with you when they got
home! We also hope that you did your Operation E.D.I.T.H. homework as a family!
Our students enjoyed a wonderful Spirit Week and marching in the homecoming
parade on Saturday, October 14th. Please check out the “Spotlight” section of the
LADSBS webpage to see some wonderful pictures from the week. You may not have
been aware that we had a visit from some of the folks from “101 Dalmatians”, “The Wild
West” and “Where’s Waldo” in the building that week! Can you find the photos that I
am referring to in our show? Since Spirit Week was such a blast, and with over 100 students attending the homecoming parade (that’s a new record), we couldn’t help but have
the fun spill over to dressing up for Halloween too!
We continue to live our motto daily, “Every student matters…every moment
counts.” We celebrated “Unity Day” on Wednesday, October 25, 2017, by wearing a
number to remind us that “We all Count!” Our classrooms, hallways and large group
areas have been a sea of smiles. Additionally, each grade has been working on projects
and initiatives to support team and community-building as part of our Character Education efforts here at LADSBS!
As the winter and holidays approach, we have started to collect non-perishable
food for our food drives. Please consider donating in any way that you can, and we are
always looking for gift cards to the local supermarkets to support our extended LADSBS
family members. All items donated will support families in our Miller Place and Sound
Beach Communities that are in need this winter!
Please be sure to continue to check out information on our Website. We will be
sending home information about our morning clubs soon, and we will post additional
copies of the permission slip online for you as well!
During the month that we honor our Veterans, I found the following
Robert F. Kennedy quote to be a wonderful reminder to us all:
“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the
highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.”
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Third Grade Thoughts . . .
The first trimester is almost over and third graders have been very busy learning and having fun.
Math
We have implemented numerous strategies to solve multiplication problems and discussed different
multiplication properties such as the Commutative and Distributive Property of multiplication to help us solve
problems. The Sprints are helping us become stronger with our multiplication facts.
ELA
Students had fun reading books and creating a project which highlighted story elements; they also
wrote a brief summary of each book.
Science
We raised our caterpillars into beautiful butterflies, but the time came when we had to let
them go so that they could carry on their life cycle. We were able to witness, up-close and
personal, different species of butterflies when we visited the Long Island Aquarium in
Riverhead. Students enjoyed walking among the butterflies. It was exciting to be a part of a
butterfly’s world. We also got to explore the underwater animals – it was a great field trip.
Social Studies
We sharpened our map skills by interpreting and making different kinds of maps. We also hopped
around the continents and oceans to find our place in the world.
X-Tra Fun
Third Grade has been implementing character lessons with monthly assemblies that began with
National Dot Day in September. In October, we focused on kindness. Each student kept a record of their
“random acts of kindness” actions which we made into a paper quilt that hangs in the third grade wing – it is
impressive! To further our focus on kindness, each class created an inspirational cloth quilt which was presented to select community members during our culminating Kindness Assembly.

A Message from Mrs. White . . .
Thank you students, parents and staff for another successful “Everybody Counts” Day! On
October 25, 2017, the LADSBS family celebrated Unity Day by wearing a uniform shirt, their favorite team
jersey or by creating their own shirt that represented their favorite number. The National Bullying Prevention
Center asks schools to join together and be “united for kindness, acceptance and inclusion”. Our classrooms
and hallways were filled with smiles and numbers. No one in the building was without a number, as each
classroom was visited and numbers were distributed to ensure each and every individual knew they counted
that day and every day!
We are already marking our calendars for Unity Day, Wednesday, October 24, 2018. This is one of
the ways we look to unify our students and staff. Together, we showed great citizenship by contributing and
counting, always remembering that:

“Every student
matters … Every
moment counts!”
Trustworthiness...
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Fourth Grade Focus . . .
During October, we were lucky enough to have visitors come from our local fire
departments. Representatives from both the Miller Place and Sound Beach Fire Departments
came to talk to the kids about fire prevention in the home. Students were really able to see what
great heroes we have in our community. Now, when the time “falls back” … don’t forget to
change the batteries in your detectors at home!
As we finish up the first NY State Module in math, students and teachers are preparing for the end of
module test on place value. We decided to put off Module 2 until later on in the year, so we all are starting
Module 3: Multiplication and Division. You can find the complete Mod 3 Lessons we teach and your child’s
homework here: https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-4-mathematics-module-3

It is important that students know their multiplication facts up to and through the 12’s. There are many
great websites to help our 4th grade students interactively practice on the computer as well. Put these sites in
your favorites menu at home!
http://www.multiplication.com/games/play/penguin-jump
http://www.multiplication.com/games/play/pumpkin-patch
http://www.multiplication.com/games/play/ping-pong-panda
Also, please encourage your child to practice their facts on the REFLEX math website. This program
is great for math fluency for all students.
In case you didn’t already hear, the First Trimester Project is being done in class this year. All fourth
graders will be reading the same book, Phineas L. MacGuire Gets Slimed in their classrooms and everyone
will be doing a writing assignment in school about this book. Phineas L. MacGuire Gets Slimed is of high
interest, and the students really enjoy the scientific adventures of Phineas!
Parents, please help us out with your child at home by practicing their math facts and by checking
organizers each evening. Thank you for all you do to make learning a valuable experience in your home.

Happy Fall Everyone!

Technology Tips . . .
Bits & Bytes from the Computer Lab
The students have settled into a routine in the computer lab. They are using the programs Fast ForWord, SumDog, ThinkCentral-Journeys and Type To Learn 4, to name a few. Several of these programs can
be used at home. I strongly encourage students to work on their typing skills by downloading Type To
Learn 4 from our school website under “Fun Sites” (http://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/news.cfm?
story=30565&school=1242). Becoming a touch-typist will come in very handy in the years to come.
The login information is:

Username:

The same as your network login

Password:

ladsbs

Account Code: 150698

Veteran’s Day Crafts
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/veterans/
Thanksgiving Crafts To Do At Home
http://www.parenting.com/gallery/thanksgiving-crafts-ideas?page=3

Respect...
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Fifth Grade Flash . . .
Our fifth graders have been amazing in their dedication in the first two months of
school. We are continuing our study about early North American tribes such as the Taino,
Haida and Adena in Social Studies. The students are doing well in our Journeys series and are
enjoying the interesting stories and skills they are learning each and every week. As you know,
the students have login information for the Journeys program so they can participate online
from home. This is a wonderful way for the students to bring home the stories and skills they
have learned and share them with their families.
All of our fifth graders are very excited about our Rocks and Minerals unit in science. As we embark
on our study of Human Rights, our fifth graders are being exposed to international perspectives and higher level thinking activities. As part of our unit on Human Rights, the fifth graders will be Halloween trick-ortreating for UNICEF. We are hoping to beat last year’s amount of $595.92.
Please continue to encourage your child to memorize their multiplication facts as it is an important
foundation that they need in order to be successful in the fifth grade.
Our grade really enjoyed participating in the Spirit Week activities. Way to show
your Miller Place pride! Lastly, we will be continuing our food drive at LADSBS. If you
are able to, please send in non-perishable food items with your child. This is a wonderful
way for students to get involved in giving back to the community and those who may need
some help this holiday season. We look forward to a great rest of the year in fifth grade!

Speech Stirrings . . .
Speech-Language Impairments
By: National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities
Reading Rockets: Helping Children with Communication Disorders in Schools

Speech and language disorders refer to problems in communication and related areas such as oralmotor function — sucking, swallowing, drinking and eating. These delays and disorders range from simple
sound substitutions to the inability to understand or use language or use the oral-motor mechanism for functional speech and feeding. Some causes of speech and language disorders include hearing loss, neurological
disorders, brain injury, intellectual disability, drug abuse, physical impairments such as cleft lip or palate and
vocal abuse or misuse. Frequently, however, the cause is unknown.
Submitted by Mr. Tumminello, MA, CCC-SLP
Speech-Language Pathologist

Responsibility...
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Character Clips . . .
Although the temperatures have been reaching the 70’s during the day and
some of us are wearing T-shirts and shorts instead of sweaters and hats when we go
pumpkin picking on the weekends, the excited discussion about Halloween costumes
around school is the first clue that the Thanksgiving holiday is not too far behind. This
year the LADSBS Thanksgiving Food Drive runs from October 16th - November 13th,
and is currently well under way!

To ensure that we get a broad selection of food during our
collection, we are asking each grade level to bring in different items: 3rd Grade
“Breakfast Items”, 4th Grade “Pantry Items” and 5th Grade “Thanksgiving Table
Items”. We are even accepting personal care and pet food items this year as well! The
collection will culminate in a school-wide “Stuff-a-Bus” event on November 14th where
each student can contribute to filling a truck with food that will support families in the
Miller Place/Sound Beach area and surrounding communities. As always, we are so
grateful for the generosity shown by the LADSBS students, staff and families.
For more information, contact your child’s classroom teacher, Mrs. Arancio or click this
link http://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/Flyer%202017A.pdf
Donations can be delivered to the following rooms:
3rd grade - Room 156
4th grade - Room 101
5th grade - Room 118

Music Musings…
Band News
Mrs. Kirby and the Fifth Grade Band would like to congratulate Carrie Davis and Nicholas V allary
who were nominated to perform in this year’s SCMEA concert. This is a great honor for you! We hope you
are chosen!!
The Fourth Grade Band musicians are working really hard to learn how to play their instruments and
read music. You are off to a strong, musical start!!
Orchestra News
The Orchestra students are continuing to work hard on perfecting their new concert music! We are
practicing new techniques and note-name fluency in lessons and preparing for Seating Auditions the 2nd/3rd
week of November. We’re blending and starting to sound like a true ensemble! Our Winter Concert is coming up next month: Wednesday, December 6th! Make sure you’re getting those practice minutes in!!
Chorus News
November is bringing beautiful music from the LADSBS Chorus! We are working hard on singing harmonies, different parts and memorizing our lyrics while singing
expressively. The students are thinking about blending our voices and the dynamics of
our songs themselves in order to better convey emotion! Our Winter Concert is just on
the horizon on Wednesday, December 6th. Keep up the great work!
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Nurse’s Note . . .
Sore throats are one of the most common reasons for visits to the LADSBS health
office. Most sore throats are related to common cold viruses or allergies but sometimes it
may be a symptom of Strep Throat, Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease or the Flu.
COXSACKIE VIRUS (Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease)
Hand, foot and mouth disease is a viral infection caused by the Coxsackie virus. It causes a blisterlike rash that involves the hands, feet and mouth. The virus is spread by direct contact with the nose and
throat discharges, blister fluid and feces of infected people.

Symptoms: Fever, poor appetite, runny nose and sore throat can appear 3 to 5 days after exposure.
A blister-like rash on the hands, feet and in the mouth usually develops one to two days after the initial
symptoms.
Treatment: There is no specific treatment. Treatment is aimed at fever control and maintaining good
oral hydration.
Complications: The illness is typically mild; complications are rare.
Prevention: Children who feel ill or have a fever should be excluded from school until they are fever
free for 24 hours and the child feels well. Thorough hand washing is the best way to prevent spread of the
virus.
STREP THROAT
Strep throat is a common bacterial infection and is easily spread from one person to another through
coughing, sneezing or shaking hands. That’s why it is so important to teach children the importance of hand
washing.
If your child has been exposed to strep throat, please watch your child for the following symptoms
which usually appear 2-5 days after exposure.


Throat pain



Difficulty swallowing



Red and swollen tonsils, sometimes with white patches or streaks of pus



Tiny red spots on the soft or hard palate — the area at the back of the roof of the mouth



Swollen, tender lymph glands (nodes) in your neck



Fever



Headache



Rash



Stomach ache and sometimes vomiting, especially in younger children
For accurate diagnosis, a throat culture needs to be taken. Symptoms generally occur 2-3
days before a culture will show positive results. If medication is prescribed for strep throat,
your child needs to be on the medication for 24 hours before returning to school.

Caring...
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Marvelous Math . . .

Are you looking for a wonderful resource that will help your child when she/he has questions with
math homework? Here is an AMAZING site that has video clips to show “how” your child is learning this
material: http://mathvillage.info/


Scroll down on the left hand side and choose:
Engage NY/Eureka Math Grade ___



Choose the module & select the lesson



Students watch and learn

Students can also look back at their Problem Set which will help assist with the homework. You will notice that the problems are similar, and it’s only the numbers that have changed!

Art-I-Facts . . .
The creativity keeps on flowing in the art room!
3rd Grade – Colorful chains filled the hallways as the 3rd grade learned all about
Vincent Van Gogh. The students gave Starry Night a modern twist by pairing the famous
landscape with a modern cityscape.
4th Grade – Our aboriginal art took on a whole new look as we continued to fill our native designs
with bright, bold color! Next, the 4th graders will be studying Fauve artists while creating a fall landscape.
5th Grade – In collaboration with the 5th graders’ unit on “Wonder”, the novel by R.J. Palacio, students are beginning to create a self-portrait that will be turned into a print and paired with an inspirational,
empowering word. For motivation on this, the 5th grade studied the work of contemporary portrait artist,
Shephard Fairley.

Physical Education Fun. . .
As the air becomes cooler and crisper, we will be moving our classes inside to start the skill-based
unit of throwing and catching. We may also be spending part of our time outside, with weather permitting of course. Students will learn and review over and underhand throwing as well as catching
many different types of balls. Students will also engage in crazy and wacky throwing and catching games and
activities that is sure to spark the interest of every student.
The skill of throwing and catching is great for hand and eye coordination and is a building block for
many team sports as well as lifetime activities!

Citizenship...

EVERY STUDENT MATTERS. . .EVERY MOMENT COUNTS
Board of Education
Johanna Testa, President
Richard Panico, Vice President
Noelle Dunlop, Trustee
Keith Frank Trustee
Lisa Reitan, Trustee

MILLER PLACE UNION FREE
SCHOOL DISTRICT
7 Memorial Drive
Miller Place, NY 11764
Phone: 631.474.2700
Fax: 631.331.8832
Citizenship...We help others!

Central Office Administration
Dr. Marianne Cartisano, Superintendent of Schools
Seth Lipshie, Deputy Superintendent
Susan Hodun, Assistant Superintendent
Sandra Wojnowski, Executive Director for Educational Services
Colleen Card, School Business Official
Ron Petrie, Administrator for Physical Education, Health,
Athletics and Intramurals
Kurt Roth, Administrator for Instruction and Data Reporting
Barbara A. Weir, Director of Technology
Dennis Warsaw, Director of Facilities
Tina Dillon, Administrator for Pupil Personnel Services
Donald Pearce, District Treasurer
Patricia Morbillo, District Clerk

Helpful Hints...


Early Pick Up: When you know ahead of time that you will be picking your child
up from school, it is very helpful that you send a note in to that effect. If anyone
other than a parent picks a child up from school, we require a written note from the
parent, even if the person picking up is on your contact card. If your appointment/plans are cancelled and you find you no longer need to pick your child up,
please call to let us know. When we have a note saying that a parent will be picking
a child up from school, we will not send him/her on the bus unless we receive a call.



Emergency Closing Information: Gr een “Emer gency Closing” for ms wer e sent
home over the summer. If you have not already done so, please provide information
as to how your child will travel home in the event of an early school closing due to
an emergency or inclement weather. If your child attends North Shore Youth Coun- “The sum of us is greater than
all our parts.”
cil after-school child care, be reminded that after-care closes in the event of an
Maya
Angelou
emergency early dismissal. Please let us know your alternate arrangements, and
make sure to have the forms back to us before November 15th.

