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August 1, 2018 
 

Dear Faculty and Staff, 
 

Without trying to rush the remaining summer weeks away - welcome to the beginning of the 2018-19 school 

year. As we said good luck to the graduating Class of 2018, we are preparing to welcome the Class of 2031. 

Our 2017-18 school year was one of facing unanticipated challenges, as well one that turned opportunities 

into accomplishments and success.  

 

The graduating academic success of the Class of 2018 is evident.  Ninety percent are college-bound this fall, 

earning nearly $4.3 million in scholarship opportunities, and six of our graduates entered military service. 

Of our graduates, sixty-three percent earned Advanced Regents Diplomas. Congratulations and thank you to 

our graduates, and their families, as these statistics are evidence of their commitment to excellence and 

achievement. 
 

During the 2017-18 school year we were one of 583 school districts nation-wide to be recognized as one of 

the Best Communities for Music Education by the NAMM foundation for the third year in a row. We were 

recognized by the New York State Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) as a Scholar-

Athlete School of Distinction as 100% of our varsity teams received the Scholar-Athlete team award during 

their respective sports seasons. 

 

Our school community fundraising efforts recognized the sacrifices of our military families, and veterans of 

all ages, fed and clothed community families in need, supported research towards finding cures for pediatric 

cancer, and ALS, and conducted blood drives for those fighting medical emergencies.  We continue to 

educate each other, and support those who are fighting issues of addiction, as well as social and emotional 

challenges. Our building based Mental Health Teams continue to support our students in order for them to 

reach their short and long term goals. 

 

Our instructional goals continue to incorporate cutting-edge technology while providing hands-on 

opportunities for learning, from our youngest kindergarten students to our college and career ready graduates. 

As our youngest students are learning the joy of reading, the number of our high school students receiving 

the distinction of AP Scholar is growing. As our makerspace, mindfulness and STEAM related activities 

cross among the grade levels, our Character Education Program continues to reinforce the benefits of 

kindness, school spirit, acceptance, and diversity. During the 2017-18 school year we further enhanced our 

security systems and protocols to provide a safer learning and working environment for our students and 

staff.  Two weeks ago we completed the installation of the school building rooftop solar energy panels, 

including the cut-over from purchased electricity to producing our own, which has vast financial and 

environmental benefits for our school community.  

 



 

 

As we look forward to the 2018-19 school year we expect to continue to incorporate best instructional 

practices in our classrooms, and labs, to continue to expand students’ minds through the arts, and exhibit the 

best in sportsmanship and Panther Pride on our courts and fields.  

 

I look forward to seeing you on Superintendent’s Conference Day on Thursday, August 30th beginning at 

Miller Place High School with coffee in the cafeteria at 8:00 a.m. We will then move to the auditorium for 

the general assembly meeting at 8:30 a.m. The following is the tentative agenda for the day:  
 

 

8:00-8:30 Coffee MPHS Cafeteria 
 

8:30-9:15 Welcome Back   Dr. Marianne F. Cartisano, Superintendent  

  Board of Education Message  Mrs. Johanna Testa, BOE President 

Introduction of New Staff  Mr. Seth A. Lipshie, Deputy Superintendent  
    
9:15-10:00 Union Meetings 
 

10:15-12:00  Building Faculty Meeting All Staff 
 

12:00-1:00 Lunch on your own 
 

1:00-3:00 Department Meetings 

Grade Level Meetings 

Room Prep 

 

3:00 – 5:00 Professional Development, Stop the Bleed, Voluntary for all District employees   

Location - MPHS Auditorium 

  MPTA members will receive 2 hours of their required 12 PD hours 

   
 

Enjoy the remaining days of summer and we look forward to seeing you on August 30th. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Marianne F. Cartisano 

Superintendent of Schools 


