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March 9, 2018 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Staff, 

 

Our school community continues to feel the impact of the lives lost due to the recent acts of school violence. 

Students have voiced their desire to join the national support of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 

and the Parkland, Florida communities. Their efforts are geared towards recognizing the tragedies that have 

occurred, and to offer hope that they will not continue in the future. 

 

As the health and safety of our students remains a high priority of our District, we cannot support students 

exiting the building as a form of demonstration. Our Administrative Staff has been working with our high 

school students on a plan that allows students who choose to participate in this activity the opportunity to 

show solidarity in recognizing the victims of school violence, while avoiding a health and safety concern.  

 

On Wednesday, March 14, 2018, at a designated time, high school students who want to participate in this 

action will: 

 

 Enter the halls and stand against the wall to form a line shoulder to shoulder. Various Building 

Administrators and Faculty will be assigned to monitor students. Students will not be permitted to 

exit the building.  

 

 There will be a brief announcement stating the purpose of the activity and the names of schools 

and/or towns where school violence has occurred will be read.  

 

 Students have discussed wearing school colors (red, white and blue) to recognize their local support 

for this event. 

 

 Students have requested to hand out carnations during the day to other students and encourage them to 

leave them in the memorial garden at the conclusion of the academic day.  

 

 

High School social studies classes discussed this event. Students who do not wish to participate will remain 

in class, and will have the opportunity to begin working on their nightly homework assignments.  

 

On March 14th and the days to follow, high school and middle school students will be encouraged to 

participate in the “#whatsyour17” challenge. The objective of this program is for students to be part of 

improving positive school climate by conducting 17 acts of kindness towards their classmates. Mr. Clark 

will address middle school students regarding this challenge during his Wednesday “Words of Wisdom” 



announcements, and Mr. Slavin will address high school students beginning Thursday as part of his morning 

announcements.  

 

In addition, there are high school students who are in the process of writing Marjory Stoneman Douglas 

High School students letters of support and letters to elected officials regarding school safety.  

 

Please note, any student who attempts to exit a school building for this, or any other reason, without 

permission, will be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the District’s Code of Conduct.  

 

There are no planned activities for elementary or primary school students regarding this issue. They will 

continue their acts of kindness through our year-long Character Education Programs.   

 

Thank you for your support of those students who want to have their voices heard to end school violence. If 

you have any questions regarding these activities, please feel free to contact your child’s school principal. 

We appreciate your patience, and understanding, as we strive to support our students, families and 

communities through these challenging times.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Marianne Cartisano 

Superintendent of Schools   

 


