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COMMUNITY IS MOST IMPORTANT TO PANTHERS
The Miller Place High School Panthers
spend countless hours studying, practicing
athletic skills and refining creative arts
talents. It is the reason that they perform
at very high levels and are successful in
all that they do. This determination is the
Miller Place brand, and it certainly applies
to the most important focus of all District
students—giving back to the community.
When students take the time to support the
greater Miller Place community, they give
their heart and soul and make the District
proud. Through various athletic benefit
games, charitable initiatives and programs,
the Miller Place Panthers were able to
raise over $10,000 and help those who
are less fortunate.
The substantial sum of money was raised
through benefit games played by the high
school’s girls volleyball team; boys and girls
soccer teams; student government t-shirt,
bracelet and bake sales, raffle baskets, plant
sales; and local business donations at homecoming. The girls volleyball team did their part by playing Shoreham-Wading
River in the Dig Pink benefit game during Breast Cancer Awareness Month, fundraising for North Shore Neighbors
Breast Cancer Coalition and Side-Out Foundation. On the soccer field, the boys soccer team’s benefit game took aim at
combatting Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) in their “Kick Out ALS” benefit match, also against Shoreham-Wading
River. Both the boys soccer team and student government contributed to the Ride For Life Foundation. The Panthers
girls soccer team played their annual Kicks for Cancer game, raising money for research initiatives at the American
Cancer Society.

$10,000 Raised!

In AMPS, students collected hygiene products, candy and non-perishable snacks to send to the United States Air Force
Base overseas in the United Arab Emirates and back home, students collected coats for children of all ages. Students
also recognize that giving back extends beyond the Miller Place community and the nation. The MPHS Robotics Team
facilitated a food drive to send items to third world countries. In the spirit of the holidays, all schools held food drives to
make holiday baskets, toy drives for holiday gifts and clothing drives for the winter months.
To the Panthers, it’s more than just a test when they sit down for an examination, more than just a game when they take
the field, and more than just a performance when they take the stage. The Panthers recognize that they represent the entire
Miller Place community. In a sense, there is one big team that exists and one family that extends beyond town borders,
and a greater underlying purpose in all that they do.

Welcome Back to School
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A MESSAGE FROM
THE SUPERINTENDENT

A MESSAGE FROM
YOUR BOARD OF
EDUCATION

I hope the 2018-2019 school year
has treated all of you well so far.
The first few months of school have
gone by in the blink of an eye, and it
is easy to find ourselves wondering
where the time has gone. I think that’s
an important lesson to share—the
value of time. Students; time is the
most precious resource we have and
I hope you make the most of every
minute this year. I encourage each and every one of you to
ask yourselves this question every day: how can I improve
myself and make those around me better?

It is hard to believe the holidays are here and we
are already four months into the 2018-2019 school
year. Time has certainly flown by and there is much
that deserves praise over the last few months. From
examination scores to extracurricular activities, there
are many points of pride from Miller Place students.
It especially makes me proud how our community
comes together and supports causes important to them
through fundraising, promoting awareness or donating
time. Adults in our community along with our faculty
and administration ensure that this attitude of giving is
encouraged and fostered.

As you may have read on the first page of this newsletter,
our MPHS athletic teams and student organizations were
very successful in their fall fundraising efforts. The key
to this was a team-first approach that is emblematic of the
attitude shared by the entire District. We are in this together,
and the community and District make each other better. It
is imperative for students to be community-focused and
conversely, for residents to be highly-engaged in
our schools.

Our administrators and teachers spent considerable
time over the summer months developing the most
innovative curriculum possible, ensuring each and
every District student is always engaged. This allowed
for us as a District to hit the ground running. Now at
the almost-midpoint of the school year, it is time for
our educators and administrators to take a look at all
recent accomplishments and set the bar even higher.
This is a constant challenge for our staff, and it’s met
with determination by all of our teachers.

The academic school year is off to an outstanding first few
months, with many programs well underway and students
receiving recognition for various awards and projects.
STEAM initiatives continue to be the foundation of an
integrated, modern education, and our students are highly
engaged as a result. The numerous Makerspace activities
across District schools continue to serve as a creative space
for students to learn, play and grow while participating
in STEAM activities. Our focus on social and emotional
learning is prioritized as the District aims to promote a
culture of inclusion and kindness.

Looking ahead, each of our buildings administrators
will begin to prepare for the 2019-2020 budget season.
Support from the community is—and has always
been—important to develop a budget that supports
key initiatives while keeping the taxpayer impact to
a minimum. I encourage you to come to our budget
hearings and workshops. By developing a fiscally
responsible budget, the Board continues to work to
ensure that we again remain under the state mandated
property tax cap without compromising the needs of
all of our students.

We are approaching the midway point of the school
year, and it would be of great benefit to encourage your
child to explore all of the wonderful extracurricular and
enrichment programs available. I invite you to read all of
the exciting news and happenings in this edition of our
District newsletter, and I encourage you to stay up to date on
everything that goes on across our District. I wish you and
your families a happy and healthy holiday season.

On behalf of the entire Board of Education, I can’t
wait to see what is in store for the rest of the 20182019 school year, and I encourage all parents and
guardians to remain active in their child’s educational
process. Together, as a team, the future is bright for
the entire Panthers community.

Sincerely,

Miller Place Proud!

Dr. Marianne F. Cartisano
Superintendent of Schools

Johanna Testa, Board of Education President
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2018 AP SCHOLARS
Congratulations to the following students who have achieved the distinction of AP Scholar.
AP scholar status is granted to a student who has earned a score of 3 or higher on
at least 3 or more exams.

Seated from left to right: William Russel, Michael Frueh, Lucie Caputo, LoriBeth Sussman, Sophia Fischer, Rose Vollaro,
Jenna Hoyland, Emily Battey, Martien Schoonen and Jake Giacchetto. Standing from left to right: Assistant Principal and
Director of Guidance Sean White, Casey Sauer, Alexandra Bova, Erin Rauer, Kaleigh Spetta, Julia LoPiano, Justyn Baldeo
and Principal Kevin Slavin

RECOGNIZING OUR NATIONAL MERIT COMMENDED SCHOLAR
Congratulations to Jenna Hoyland! Jenna has achieved the distinction of National Merit
Commended Scholar! National Merit Commended Scholar status is achieved by scoring in the
top one percent nationally on the PSAT examination.

Pictured from left to right: Assistant Principal and Director of Guidance Sean White,
Jenna Hoyland, Guidance Counselor Meghan Gallo and Principal Kevin Slavin.
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AROUND OUR SCHOOLS
ANDREW MULLER PRIMARY SCHOOL
Libraries have always been a captivating space where children
can learn, play and grow. The Andrew Muller Primary School
unveiled a new library that is designed to spur a love of learning,
engineering and research. The library is home to over 11,000 books
and is designed to support creative thinking through (STEAM)
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Music initiatives. What
makes this library even more exciting than most is the variety of
Makerspace items and recreational education opportunities available
to the students. A Lego wall, robots and other building materials
are strategically placed around the library to spark students’
imaginations and problem-solving skills. Book bins are studentheight, enticing students to explore non-fiction topics of interest
alongside high-quality novels and picture books. Underneath, and
on other shelves, tablets are available for students to learn basic
coding and computer graphics/painting. Aesthetically, students
can sit on colorful chairs, relax in soft recliners, lay on cushioned
cubes or sit on reading risers. Most furniture and storage bins are on
wheels allowing for flexible spaces to work. Even the Smart Board
is movable—enabling demonstrations to take place anywhere in the
library. Students can’t wait to go to the library!

LADDIE A. DECKER SOUND BEACH SCHOOL

The Miller Place School District is one big family, and the unity our community shows leads to a culture of kindness. Laddie A.
Decker Sound Beach School recently celebrated National Peace Day in a variety of activities related to peace. The day started
with the students coming together outside to make a visual statement by forming the peace sign. The display of unity sent a
powerful message to the entire community; the tone of respect and kindness was being set for the entire school year. The Peace
One Day initiative was started by Jeremy Gilley with one goal in mind; the entire world would all observe one day of peace.
Mr. Gilley’s campaign was able to gain global attention, with 280 million people in over 198 countries participating in
celebrations, and in 2001, the United Nations designated September 21st as the first ever annual day of global ceasefire and nonviolence. Peace Day aligns with the Miller Place School District’s mission to promote a peaceful school environment as well as
develop global-oriented citizens who will become our next generation of leaders.
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NORTH COUNTRY ROAD MIDDLE SCHOOL
In an effort to promote social and emotional
wellness, North Country Road Middle School
has introduced a brand new recess initiative
designed to help students explore the concept
of Mindfulness. Recess is an opportunity
for students to relax and release any stress.
In addition to the socialization taking place
and board games in the cafeteria, students
can choose to go to the library where they
can study or work on projects in a calm, quiet
environment. There are also computers for
more unstructured time and a Makerspace Lab
available for groups to tackle fun tasks that
require problem-solving skills and engineering
ideas. A physical activity that takes place during
recess involves the practice of yoga, where
sessions take place in the new Mindfulness
room. The Reflection room is also available
for students looking to find a quiet moment to
meditate. Additional outdoor activities are made available depending on the weather, supported by resources that allow students to
play pick-up games. It is very important for middle schoolers to rest their brains and be alert for the entire school day.

MILLER PLACE HIGH SCHOOL

A vital component of a diverse education is tooling students with skills they will need in all aspects of life. Back in October,
Miller Place High School brought in the Maurer Foundation to educate students on the different measures one can take to detect
or even lower the chances of developing cancer. Representatives from the Foundation visited the high school’s health classes to
demonstrate proper breast self-examinations on silicone breast models and discuss proper nutrition and portion sizes.
The Maurer Foundation has spent over two decades speaking with hundreds of thousands of schools, offices and organizations
to promote breast health education. The mission of the Foundation is to help those who may have cancer detect it as early as
possible, and for those who might be at risk, make healthy lifestyle choices that may prevent cancer in the future. Health classes
at Miller Place High school aim to develop students who are both physically and mentally healthy, and the District is very
appreciative of the Maurer Foundation’s presentation to students.
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MUSIC NEWS

e in the NYSCAME/Suffolk
Students selected to participat
m left to right: Larry Davis,
All-County Music Festival. Fro
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Students selected to participate in the New York
All-State Music Festival. From left to right:
John Mari, alternate; Jack Schiefer, instrumental jazz
ensemble; and Jonathan Hart, Symphony Orchestra.
Not pictured: Katherine Garthe, alternate.

Secondary LISFA Students, back row left to right
:
Ms. Desiderio, Kyla Bruno, Liliana Bosshard, Zoe
Bussewitz
and Kelcie Eberharth. Front row left to right: Jodie
Cui, Lori
Beth Sussman, Megan Rowburrey, Giovanna Kalin
, Adelaide
Matthews, Ivy Newman, Michael Luo

LADSBS LIFSA Student

Stephen Ye

NEW STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE
Sarah Shaljian; a smart, energetic and gracious senior; will serve as the 20182019 student representative to the Board of Education. As the president of student
government and co-captain of the varsity cheerleading squad, Sarah has made it a point
to take a leadership role throughout her years at the high school. Earning her Silver
Award as a longtime Girl Scout, Sarah has dedicated countless hours to meaningful
service in our community. Following in her mother’s footsteps, Sarah is pursuing a
pre-law track and is anxiously awaiting decisions from several prestigious colleges. The
epitome of well rounded, we are very proud of all that Sarah has contributed to the
Miller Place community!

District Celebrates 2018-2019 Homecoming

DATES TO REMEMBER
December 24 – January 1
Winter Recess: Schools Closed

February 18 – 22
Mid-Winter Recess: Schools Closed

January 21
Martin Luther King Jr. Day: Schools Closed

February 27
Board of Education Meeting: 8:00 p.m.
at MPHS and Budget Workshop

January 23
Board of Education Meeting:
8:00 p.m. at MPHS

March 27
Board of Education Meeting: 8:00 p.m. at MPHS
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