
New York Rangers center Brett Howden with Kidsday reporters Briana Cucinello, left, Logan Pagel,
Hannah Higgins, Dominik Feiler and Jason Murray at the Rangers’ practice facility in Westchester.
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LOGAN PAGELAND
Kidsday Reporters

We interviewed
New York
Rangers cen-
ter Brett How-

den at the Rangers’ training
facility in Westchester
recently. It was fun watch-
ing him practice with his
teammates and getting to
talk to him afterward.

What got you interested in
hockey?

My brother played. He’s my
older brother, so when I was
younger, all I wanted to do was
be like him.

What is your favorite thing about
being a New York Ranger?

I just think being a part of this
great organization. There’s lot of
good guys that are in it. I’m a
young guy, so lots of other guys
have been taking good care of
me. So it’s been great.

Do you eat anything special
before you play a game?

I usually like to have salmon,
some rice with Alfredo sauce
and pesto mixed into it.

What sports figure do you admire?
There are a couple. I think

that the biggest one I admired
was Sidney Crosby — he’s just a
really good leader.

What made you want to pick
your uniform number?

When I was younger, my
brother had to change numbers
on the team he was on, and my
favorite player was No. 21. So I
made sure he got 21, and ever
since, me and my brother are
both 21. Well, it’s very special to
wear the Rangers jersey. There’s
so much history behind the
team, and being an Original Six
team, there was a long ways back
with a lot of legends that played
here, so it’s really special wear-

ing the jersey every game.

Why did you go to the Rangers?
Actually, I got traded here, so

it was not really my choice. But
it worked out for the good. . . .
I’m really happy with it.

What would you have done if you
did not play hockey?

I’d probably want to be a sports
agent. I would want to try and
stay in hockey somehow, either as
a coach or a sports agent.

When you were a kid, how much
did you play? How much did you
practice?

I started playing hockey when
I was about 5 years old. When I
was younger, I tried to play as
many sports as I could, not just
hockey. Then, once I started
growing up and getting older, I
started taking hockey more
seriously. That’s when I started
practicing a lot more.

What was your reaction when

you were drafted?
It was really cool. I was

drafted by the Tampa Bay Light-
ning. I was young. I was 17 years
old. So it seemed like it was
probably the best thing in the
world at the time.

Do you think the Islanders versus
Rangers feud is realistic?

It’s real, for sure. I mean,
there’s a lot of battles there. The
cities are so close and the fans
are so into it. So every time we
play them, we want to try and
make sure we come out on top.
So it’s always fun to play them.

What are your other hobbies
besides playing hockey?

I’ve been learning how to play
guitar. I love to golf in the sum-
mer. I love going to the lake and
hanging out with my family on
the water.

Have you ever had any problems
or injuries along the way?

I had a couple injuries. It’s

never fun during an injury. You
always have to miss time and
you miss being with your team-
mates.

Have you ever fought someone?
I have. . . . None in the NHL.

But in junior [level] I got into a
couple fights. Not particularly
part of my game, but if it hap-
pens, it happens.

Do you hang out with teammates
outside the rink?

Yeah. We hang out. I live with
Neal Pionk, so me and him are
together pretty much nonstop.

Can you hear the fans during the
game?

It’s pretty cool seeing all the
fans. I’ve never played in front
of this many fans every night
before, so every night it’s really
special. Lots of times during the
game you’re so focused that you
don’t even really realize it. But
when I take a second and look
around, it’s pretty cool to see.

Where do snowmen
keep their money?
In a snowbank.

— Kaitlyn Goetz

Who is a penguin’s
favorite aunt?
Antarctica.

— Kaitlyn Goetz

What do snowmen
eat for breakfast?
Snow cakes.

— Kaitlyn Goetz

What did the cow
get for Christmas?
A cowculator.

— Kaitlyn Goetz

Why shouldn’t you
write with a broken
pencil?
Because it’s pointless.

— Logan Pagel

What happens when
you combine a
snowman and a
vampire?
You get frostbite.

— Jason Murray

Brett Howdensmiles
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DOMINIK FEILERBY
DIMITRIUS GARRETSONAND

Kidsday Reporters

Admit it, you can’t help looking
at your phone. And you do it a
lot, don’t you?

We asked 135 kids in our middle
school how many times a day they
checked their phone and gave them
a range. Here are our results:

1-5 times: ............................................ 19
6-10 times: ......................................... 25
11-15 times: ......................................... 23
16-20 times: ....................................... 27
21 or more times: .............................. 24
No phone: ........................................... 17

The top range was 16 to 20. We
thought it might be higher, but we
don’t always have our phones in
school.

We also thought it would be
higher because we are all sixth-
graders and we figured that is the
first year with the phone, and kids
are still curious about apps, and
texts might be coming in a lot.

CHRISTOPHER AMENDOLABY WILLIAM MACDONALDAND
Kidsday Reporters

Use these clues to fill in the puzzle. If the answer is two
words, leave a blank square for the space:

ACROSS
3) You are playing defense. Someone is running
with the ball. You want to ___ him.
4) When it is fourth down and you kick the ball
through the uprights.
8) The type of ball that is
used for the game.
9) When the offense gets
the ball into the end zone.

DOWN
1) What you do at the
start of the game.
2) What the quarterback
might say when he wants to start the play.
5) After you score a touchdown you try to kick an ___ ___.
6) When the offense is running with the ball and he drops it.
What is that called?
7) When it is fourth down and you don’t “go for it,” you kick
the ball to the other team. What is that called?

JULIA ALMODOVARBY DESIREE CLASEN,
SAMANTHA DEROSAAND

Kidsday Reporters

The Super Bowl is one week away!
Are you ready for the big game?

During the Super Bowl, there
are many traditions that families enjoy.
It is a fun time to celebrate with friends
and family. Many people choose to chill
and just watch the game. On the other
hand, lots of kids and adults use the
game to organize a big party at their
house. Even though our local favorites,
the Jets and Giants, are “resting” this
year, the game is still fun to watch.

Some kids like to decorate their TV
room and then have lots of food such
as pizza bagels, pigs in a blanket, home-
made mac-and-cheese, wings, chips
and guacamole, ribs, cupcakes, meat-
balls and lots of great desserts.

Some kids may enjoy making sheet
or blanket forts and rooting for their
team from inside their fort. It doesn’t
matter if you like football or not, it is a
great time to celebrate and entertain
your friends.

GIANNA DONOFRIOBY
KAITLYN GOETZAND

Kidsday Reporters

We tested the Sky
Viper V2400HD
Streaming Video

Drone. When you open up
the package, the drone
comes assembled and all you
have to do is put batteries in
the controller. That is a
positive for both parents and
kids.

When we first started
flying it, the drone went up
a couple of feet because we
were only pressing the auto-
launch and not the actual
controls. After some prac-
tice, we started to get the
hang of it.

We tried it first on a
windy day, and the drone
was actually not hard to
control; this was a very good
feature. Then we tried it on
a calm day, and it was a lot
easier to control. We really
think this was a fun and
exciting toy.

Even more exciting is that
you can video things from
way up high. It can also do
some amazing stunts, such as
barrels and spins. It is some-
thing for everyone to enjoy
and play with together.

Sky Viper
video drone
is easy to fly

WILLIAM MACDONALDBY JUSTIN SUMMERSAND
Kidsday Reporters

It’s the middle of winter, and it is just
too cold to play outside. Our school
came up with a great idea to keep us

happy when we are stuck inside — play
board games. They have lots for us to
choose from.

We recently played Chutes and Lad-
ders. That game has been around for a

long time, but just because it is old
doesn’t mean it isn’t fun. It was a good
game. We loved it a lot. We played it
with our friend Matt, too. William won.
It took us only five minutes to play.

Here is another fun part about board
games at recess: You not only get to
compete against your friends, but you
are competing against the clock as
well. When the bell rings, the games
have to end, and it is back to classes.

KIDSDAY STAFF ARTIST / KIARA ANDERSON, STONY BROOK
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KIDSDAY ILLUSTRATION / DESIREE CLASEN

North Country Road Middle School, Miller Place Jennifer Spaccaforno’s sixth-grade English class
OUR REPORTERS Julia Almodovar, Christopher Amendola, Kaylee Bland, Nicholas Calandrino, Mia Carvajal, Desiree Clasen,
Briana Cucinello, Samantha DeRosa, Gianna Donofrio, Dominik Feiler, Brandon Ferrara, Andrew Floyd, Dimitrius Garretson,
Kaitlyn Goetz, Christopher Golod, Hannah Higgins, William Kilthau, William MacDonald, Trevor Mandia, Jason Murray,
Logan Pagel, Madison Polito, Kayla Portigiano, Jillian Scully, Justin Summers

CLASS
OF THE
WEEK

Kidsday reporters Kaitlyn
Goetz, left, and Gianna Donofrio
tested the Sky Viper V2400HD
streaming video drone.
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Board games make indoor recess fun

How often do you
check your phone?
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Test your football knowledge

Answers:1)kickoff,
2)hike,3)tackle,
4)fieldgoal,5)extrapoint,
6)fumble,7)punt,
8)football,9)touchdown

Our Super Bowl
party traditions
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