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The first confirmed case of COVID-19 in 

the United States occurred on Jan. 21 after a 

man his 30s returned to Washington state from 

Wuhan, China. Nearly a month later, the virus 

arrived in New York.  

The disease arose on Nov. 17, 2019 when 

a 55-year-old man from the Hubei province of 

China contracted the first 

known case of COVID-19. As of 

April 17, more than 2 million 

people have been infected by 

the virus worldwide.  

COVID-19 is not the first 

corona-

virus. 

Other, 

similar 

strains of 

the virus 

caused the SARS and 

MERS outbreaks. Compu-

tational biologists at the 

Chinese Academy of Medi-

cal Sciences & Peking Union College found that 

COVID-19 dif-

fers from these 

other viruses 

by only five 

out of 30 

thousand nu-

cleotides.  

 Yet the SARS and MERS 

outbreaks were not nearly as fatal 

as COVID-19, which killed more 

than 26 thousand people in the 

United States over a 3-month 

timeframe. 

 COVID-19 spreads when 

liquid drops containing the patho-

gen enter a personôs eyes, nose, 

mouth, or ears. Those infected 

with the virus release these drop-

lets when they cough, sneeze and even speak. 

The virus can survive in the air for several hours 

and on contaminated surfaces for two to three 

days. 

 

ñDr. Fauci projects that social 

distancing will continue until 

a vaccine is ready to be dis-

tributed en masse. While he 

expects distribution to occur 

in 12-18 months, researchers 

at the Harvard School of Pub-

lic Health have predicted that 

social distancing will contin-

ue into 2022.ò 
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To reduce the spread of the virus, the CDC 

recommends that we avoid touching our eyes, 

noses and 

mouths. The 

agency also 

advises ad-

herence to 

government 

guidelines 

regarding social distancing.  

A wide range of symptoms are associated 

with COVID-19, including high fever, dry cough, 

runny nose and shortness of breath. These symp-

toms generally appear two to 14 days after the 

initial exposure.  

During that window, infected people are 

pre-symptomatic, meaning 

that they have no symptoms 

but can still transmit the virus 

to others. Others, however, 

never show symptoms. Re-

ferred to as ñcarriers,ò these 

people post a great risk to 

others because they can un-

knowingly infect others.  

The CDC has said that 

adults 65 years of age and 

older, as well as those with 

pre-existing health conditions, seem to be more 

at risk for contracting the virus. Nevertheless, a 

new report from the agency indicates that one in 

five coronavirus patients are ages 20-44.  

In addition, children can spread the virus 

to more vulnerable groups of people without ever 

manifesting symptoms. Accordingly, New York 

Governor Andrew Cuomo has shut down schools 

until May 15.  

ñEven though it is clear from our experi-

ence that children and young adults do well for 

the most part, they do still get infected,ò Dr. An-

thony Fauci said. ñAnd if they get infected, and 

the crowding of schools is the best place for this 

to happen, they may do well, but then they go 

home and infect their families.ò 

While social distancing does reduce the 

spread of the virus, it alone is unlikely to allow 

the country to reopen, especially since scientists 

foresee a second wave of the virus in the fall. 

ñ(O)nce we stop social distancing, all of those 

people who are susceptible will then be a pool in 

which we might see the rise of COVID-19 and its 

spreading again,ò said Harvard professor of in-

fectious diseases Dr. Yonatan Grad.    

Instead, Dr. Fauci projects that social dis-

tancing will continue until a vaccine is ready to 

be distributed en masse. While 

he expects distribution to oc-

cur in 12-18 months, research-

ers at the Harvard School of 

Public Health have predicted 

that social distancing will con-

tinue into 2022.  

One potential vaccine devel-

oped at Harvard Medical 

School will launch clinical tri-

als in the fall. The vaccine in-

volves injecting a strand of the 

common cold, coated with coronavirus antigens, 

into the bodyôs cells to stimulate the immune 

system. 

ñCOVID-19 spreads when liquid 

drops containing the pathogen en-

ter a personôs eyes, nose, mouth, or 

ears. Those infected with the virus 

release these droplets when they 

cough, sneeze and even speak. The 

virus can survive in the air for sev-

eral hours and on contaminated 

surfaces two to three days.ò 

Understanding the Pandemic - Continued from previous page 



 The Supreme Court heard oral arguments 
on Jan. 22 for the Espinoza v. Montana Depart-

ment of Reve-
nue case.  
 The 
case concerns 
Montanaôs 
administra-
tion of a tax 
credit estab-

lished in 2015 for taxpayers donating to scholar-
ship organizations for private schools and their 
students. The stateôs Department of Revenue 
passed a regulation, referred to as Rule 1, that 
withheld the tax credits from citizens who donated 
to scholarships for attendees of religiously affiliat-
ed schools.  

Espinoza and her fellow peti-
tioners contended that Rule 1 violat-
ed the Constitution by preventing 
religious students from receiving 
scholarships. The Montana Supreme 
Court struck down the law, eliminat-
ing tax-credits for all scholarship do-
nors.  

But the court did so for a dif-
ferent reason. It held that Rule 1 was insufficient 
to ensure the tax-credit program does not benefit 
religious schools at all as required by the Montana 
Constitutionôs ñno-aidò policy.  

The petitioners appealed to Supreme Court, 
contending that the state constitutionôs no-aid pol-
icy violated the federal Constitution.  

Start with the first of the religion clauses, 
the First Amendmentôs Establishment Clause. The 
petitioners argued in their brief to the Supreme 
Court that the no-aid policy ñshows hostility to-
ward religion in violation of the Establishment 
Clause.ò  

The Montana Department of Revenue attor-
neys for the agency argued that the regulation was 
ñnot premised on religious bigotry, but rather on 

their good-faith view that barring aid to religious 
schools would promote religious freedom.ò  

Secondly, the petitioners speculated that 
Rule 1 infringed on their rights under the First 
Amendmentôs Free Exercise Clause, the clause that 
protects citizensô rights to practice their religions. 
To illustrate, they contended that the regulation 
creates ñfinancial burdensò for religious families 
that ñmay force them to pull their children out of 
religious school.ò    

However, attorneys for the Montana De-
partment of Revenue maintained that the Free Ex-
ercise Clause protects ñindividual libertyò.  In-
stead, the agency argued that the policy ñrestrains 
the government by barring state aid to religious 
schools.ò 

Lastly, the petitioners claimed that the no-
aid policy violates the Fourteenth 
Amendmentôs Equal Protection 
Clause. They quoted Supreme Court 
precedent holding that laws motivat-
ed by discriminatory intent generally 
violate the clause.   
Nevertheless, before the Supreme 
Court considers any of these consti-
tutional challenges, the justices will 

need to determine whether the petitioners have 
the legal right to sue, called ñstanding.ò Standing 
requires petitioners to have sustained direct injury 
as a result of the stateôs actions.  

Justice Kagan emphasized at oral argument 
that parents of students at religiously affiliated 
schools and at other private schools are now in the 
ñsame boatò since the Montana Supreme Court in-
validated the tax-credits entirely. In response, the 
petitioners 
challenged that 
invalidating the 
whole program 
failed to remedy 
the discrimina-
tory intent.   

Madison Zichinnelli 
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Michael Rodda 

Hollywood relies on the success of some 

of its big-

ger movies 

in China, 

which has 

the second 

largest 

movie 

market in 

the world.  

 But to contain the coronavirus, 

the Chinese government shut down their thea-

ter chains. And as cases rise across the world, 

people are hesitant to visit 

public venues.  

The pandemic delayed 

the release of the latest James 

Bond movie, ñNo Time to Die,'' 

from April to November after 

China cancelled the filmôs 

premiere and press tour. To 

illustrate the importance of foreign box offices, 

the previous Bond movie, ñSpectre,ò garnered 

38 percent of its revenue from showings 

abroad.  

COVID-19 will also affect Universalôs 

seventh Mission Impossible movie. The studio 

planned to do a 3-week shoot in Italy, but the 

Venetian government halted public gatherings. 

As of April 17, it is unknown whether the situa-

tion will affect the summer 2021 release date.  

"During this hiatus we want to be mind-

ful of the concerns of the crew and are allowing 

them to return home until production starts,ò 

the studio stated on Feb. 24. ñWe will continue 

to monitor this situation, and work alongside 

health and government officials as it evolves." 

In addition, the South by SouthWest film 

festival, scheduled for March 13 in Austin, Tex-

as, has been canceled. The cancelation was the 

first in the history of the festival, often referred 

to online as ñSXSW.ò An internet petition to 

cancel the festival garnered over 50 thousand 

signatures, including from Apple and Facebook.  

 The Cannes film festi-

val, which takes place every 

year in France, initially elect-

ed to reschedule it to July. 

But organizers of the festival 

said on April 14 that post-

ponement was no longer pos-

sible.  

 Instead, the festival 

has begun exploring other ñcontingencies al-

lowing to 

support the 

year of Cine-

ma by mak-

ing Cannes 

2020 real, in 

a way or an-

other.ò The 

event has not been closed since the country ex-

perienced civil unrest in 1968. 

ñTo illustrate the importance of 

foreign box offices, the previous 

Bond movie, óSpectre,ô garnered 

38 percent of its revenue from 

showings abroad.ò 
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Arabella Cronin 

  The cast and crew of ñMamma Miaò put on 

a series of outstanding performances from Feb. 29 

to March 2. 

If you had 

the privilege 

to attend 

one of the 

five shows, 

you saw the 

dedication and hard work that went into the pro-

duction.  

The musical is about a bride-to-be, Sophie, 

who invites three of her momôs exes to her wed-

ding ð just three days before the ceremony ð in 

hopes of figuring out which is her biological fa-

ther. The decision sends her mother, a former pop 

star, into a tailspin.  

 The actors took on challenging roles and 

put on an incredible performance. Two of the 

momôs exes even had accents ð not to mention 

crazy aunts and a bartender. Memorable numbers 

include ñVoulez-Vousò and ñDoes Your Mother 

Know.ò  

Beyond the actors, the construction of the 

tavern, dock and background painting all dis-

played a profound commitment to making the 

show beautiful. Students began building the set in 

mid-December. Kevin Cordes, Michael VanDen-

burg, Renu Contracting and Restoration, Gillian 

Cordes, Michael Arcidiacono, Sam Foehrenbach 

and Cass Miska all contributed.  

 Not only were the actors and stage crew 

commendable; the pit and the directors truly dis-

tinguished the production from other school 

plays. While most high school productions use pre

-recorded music, at Miller Place, the musicians sit 

right in front of you, making the experience more 

memorable.  

Seniors Nick Leone, Jack Schiefer and Lar-

ry Davis were among the pit members who helped 

bring this show to life. We will all miss them so 

much and we canôt wait to watch future talents 

blossom.  

First-time directors Ms. DeFalco and Ms. 

Jackowski, along with music director Ms. 

Troyano, worked extremely hard on this show and 

did a phenomenal job. ñWe all were very nervous 

about having the new directors, and we didnôt re-

ally know if everything was going to turn out 

okay,ò sophomore Joe Miletti told the KROB. 

ñFrom day one, Ms. DeFalco said, óJust trust meô 

and so we did. And it turned out great, consider-

ing it was her first time directing a show.ò 

 The students and staff at Miller Place will 

dearly miss the seniors leaving us this year. They 

have made a significant impact not only in the 

drama community but in the district. This year's 

graduating seniors include Hannah Anderson, 

Julianna Campo, Nicole Cordes, Abby Costa, Ja-

mie Fehling, Daylon Fernandez, Ashley Geiser, 

Aidan Giglio, 

Kyle Hop-

kins, Grace 

Patterson, 

Krystyna Ple-

snik, Olivia 

Sasso, Riley 

Smith and 

Angela Yakh-

novich.  

Congratulations to all of the Panther Play-

ers and directors on a breathtaking production!  

Editorôs Note: The views expressed in this commentary are solely those of the author.  
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